
Vestal Conservation Advisory Commission 
Minutes of the January 19, 2017 Meeting 

Present: Curt Pueschel, Steve Appel, Philip Grayson, Cindy Stephens-Westerman, Carl 
Lipo, Adam Flint, Victor Lamoureux 
The December 17, 2016 meeting was preempted by use of the Town board room by a 
Zoning Board of Appeal hearing on the proposed Hayes Manor development; however, 
informal discussions were held with Town Board member Shoba Agneshwar on a wide 
range of CAC-related issues.  The next CAC meeting is scheduled for February 16. 
Dr. Carl Lipo, Professor of Anthropology and Director of the Environmental Studies 
Program, was welcomed as a new member of the CAC.  Some of the past CAC activities 
and present initiatives were described.  Carl described some of the plans for the Nuthatch 
Hollow Nature Preserve (south of Winding Way between Bunn Hill and Jensen Roads), 
which will feature an energy-positive “living building” that is to be constructed starting 
in 2018.  The preserve is a 75-acre parcel, but it will be managed along with adjacent 
undeveloped parcels already held by the University, for a total area of about 150 acres. 
The status of efforts to create a pamphlet to help Vestal residents identify ash trees, which 
are in danger of being wiped out by the emerald ash borer, and eastern hemlocks, which 
are being attacked by hemlock wooly adelgids, was discussed.  Steve shared a document 
showing the present state of the project.  Suggestions were made for improving the text 
and the need for a more accurate illustration of the form of ash trees was discussed.  The 
completed pamphlet could be sent to the Town Crier with a web address to allow people 
to find it where we will have it posted on our Town website.  Copies could be placed in 
the library, Town Hall, and museum.  We would ask that the Clerk’s office duplicate the 
document.  We should be prepared to advise homeowners as to a course of action should 
they have infested ash or hemlock trees on their property.  A question was raised as to 
whether there might be grant money available from the Upper Susquehanna Coalition or 
other agencies for hemlock spraying, given the importance of this species in protecting 
stream banks from erosion. 
The CAC has an unfilled spot for a representative to the Environmental Management 
Council.  Adam has been working closely with the EMC for some time, so he should be 
officially named as our representative.  Curt will send a memo to the Town to that effect. 
Adam described some recent solar-power related activities.  SUNY will need to buy solar 
power and there have been proposals for 20 megawatt facility on five acres of the former 
BAE site in Johnson City.  The location has good access to a substation, which is an 
important consideration, but the site is on the floodplain, which would increase the 
construction cost.  He discussed also K-Solar (K through Solar), which is an education 
program that provides classroom lessons about solar power technologies for teachers of 
grades 4-12.  It complements a state-wide program to bring solar power to schools.  He 
also discussed NYSERDA’s Clean Energy Communities Program, which provides 
financial incentives for municipalities to enact clean energy measures.  
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